State of Michigan
State Board of Education

RESOLUTION
Merit Award Program

WHEREAS, national and state statistics indicate that the jot)s of today and tomorrow are
demancting levels of skills ]oeyonct high sctlool; and

WHEREAS, national and state statistics indicate continued education t)effond higl’l school —
at the bachelor’s or associate ctegree 1eve1s, as well as at the level of in(tustry certification — is critical
for success in toctay’s economy; an

WHEREAS, Michigan ranks below many other states in the proportion of its citizens who
possess postsecondary ctegrees or inctustry certification; and

WHEREAS, Governor ]enniter M. Granholm has called for Mictligan to double the number

of citizens possessing such degrees or certification over the next decacte; and

WHEREAS it is a recommendation of the Lt. Governor's Commission on ngtler
Education and Economlc Growth that a tn h school dlploma should no 10nger be the minimum
attainment goal for students, but that 1nstead all tngtl school graduates should enroll in some form of
postseconctary education; and

WHEREAS, in December 2005, the State Board of Education approve(l new txigh school
graduation requirements, which were signed into law by the Governor April 20006; and

WHEREAS, about 41 percent of M1ctngan high school graduates go on to college after
graduatlon, but barel y one- -half tP

hem comp lete a bachelor’s degree within six years; an

WHEREAS, the Governor has proposecl and the Leglslature is cons1(ter1ng a new Merit

Award Prograrn ttlat relntorces a value ttlat a student S formal education stloulct at minimum extend

two years after tngtl SCl’lOOl now, theretore be it

RESQLVED, that the State Board of Education encourage a successful and timely
completion of a Merit Award Program loenetiting Michigan’s students ]oy rewarcting them for
completion of some ctegree of postsecondary education, an(lg strengthening Michigan’s economy ]oy
increasing the number of highly—slziuect and educated citizens.

Kathleen N. Straus, President

Adopted Qcto]aer 10, 2006

Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman and
Superintendent of Public Instruction



